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A PENSION-

NTERIOR OF THE
PrNSION OFFICE

Uncle Sam’s Corps of
“Special Field Examin-

ers” Is Virtually a De-
tective Agency Whose
Duty It Is to See That
No One Secures a Pen-
sion Fraudulently—
How They Work and
the Schemes They Run
to Earth—A Few In-
stances of Clever De-
tective \Work.

ROM an isolated
farmhouse a man,
carrving a satchel,
stole early one
morning and made
hi=s way stealthil:
to a nearby bay. It
was a small Inlet,
shoal and calm,
and on this partic-
ular morning the
. water was so clear
that bird tracks

ould be seen along its edge.

Later the same day a sult of clothes
contalning & cheap watch and a small
sum of money was found on the beach.
The inference was that some one had
cone in bathing—and never returned. In-
estigation showed that the suilt be-
onged to the man who had Egone there
-arly In the morning. Search was made
nd the bay dragged, bot no body was
.,.,‘..ovm "

The scene shifts. )

In a tiny room In a Paecific coast city
! & man and a woman. The latter is a
‘rance medium.™ and just now ghe is
nder the control of a “spirit’ and Is
speaking to the man.

*
* ®

‘T see a bay.,” she sars, “peaceful in
‘iie coming of dawn, calm and clear. A
‘an comes hurrying to thie place carry-
¥ a bag. He undresses, as if to EO in
sthing. XNo—he only removes his suft.

lif= he puts on the beach, takes awnother

‘em the bag and puts it on. Then he

aves, taking the empty satchel.

“I sea this same man on a boat He
+nds fn a western city. T sea g woman
il child join him. They travel to-
“tther. They go from city to city, as if
‘e man were fleelng from something. 1
“€c the man now Ip —*

I'hese two Incidents formed the princi-
il scenes of a play in which Uncle Sam
cnacted the role of detective with the
sreat money vaults of the Treasury to
® protected. Another scene was lald in
"e penesion bureau at Washington. 2ull
AT Imh-.r. yet to have Its presentation,
vil, most likelr, be staged in one of the
‘ation’s penitentiaries.

A= the story was gathered bit by hit at
the E'nited States pension bureav It pos-
.---::sed wll the features of a modern mys-
ery drama. But as It appears upon the
f' ords of that office it takes its place as
rierely another attempt to obtain & pen-
or fraudulently, and becomes but one

many hundreds of similar cases,

II-fu 18 the story. A man living i a

rlx_nru- western city applled for a pension.

oW ing the usual routine in suech mut-
era bureau asked the War Depart-
v the man's record, and back
he report, “'dead.” This started an
Fation and, the applicant hearing
#d to another state. There he en-
ted the scene at the bay, but instead of
owning. donned another suit and set

| for the west,

In l.".p”'.\l‘.-l he enecountered the “trance
."dl im, A ) scovering thatr some

Ing was wr t careful uestioning
carned his story. She then w rote to the
nostmastar of his home town for furthu;
etalls, and it was at this point that the
cnsion burean crossed the trail. An
gent of the burean was dispatehed to jn-
'erview the woman, and there followed
the “trance'” scene described.
hl-l‘mm this Information the burean was
4ble to plck up the man's whereabouts

#nd I8 even now looking for
mpostor Tt i ss an

. also developed that tt
irredmm” had wrltten to the pﬂhlrnul.\";"
'f-rnlnfnrma[!on. with a wiew to black-
nall.

-
- W

That s a typical case—a single instance
‘iken from many hundreds, T¢ s safe to
t+¥ that never a day goes by but this
hase of the bureau's work comes up.
Starting an investigation which leads to
*he arrest of an {mpostor: Preparing tes-
timeny to be used in court: carrying on
rroceedings which result in the impris-
smment of the malefuctor—all this and
rore forms a well recognized part of the
routine work of caring for the nation's
army and navy pensioners.

Nor Is his class of criminals composed
niy of men. Women as waeil Hgure Iin

any of the cases, for with such high
stakes plenty of people are constantly
entering this gnme of chance, aver hoping
that some day they will succeed in cheat-
‘ng the government out of part of its
tunda.

Penzsion appropriations at the present
time amount to approximately $175,000,-
¢y gnnually. That represents the total
sum sent to the H20,200 persons on the
pension rolls today. And because men
are always to be found who will scale
fences and climb porch pillars that they
may roh homes, because there are men
who will wvndermine buildings that they
may blow up safes, so also there are men
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who will try by every means they know
to rob Uncle Sam of part of this money—

money set aside by our national gov-
ernment for the men who served their
country in her time of need; for the

women who gave fathers, husbands and
brothers at the call of the god of war
for the little children whose fathers per-
ished In the fulfiliment of that service
The pension bureau is compelled to
choose a careful way around the many
pitfalis that line its path; to throw out
a breastwork on one side for protection.
vet ‘to maintain an easy entrance on the

other. Its maln source of = ¢ lies
in a corps of about eighty “‘special field
examlners."" Tts general attitude of sym-
pathy with and a desire to help Its law-
ful pensioners constitutes its right 1o
confidence.

The system established at the penslon
bureau i{s one warranted successfully to
keep out the criminal and let in all right-
fully entitled to entrance. From the time
an application is recelved in the mail-
room of the burean the course of its
travel is along systematic lines

*
¥

First the law division determines
Whether or not the application is correct-
Iy made. If formal, !t goes to the record
divislon, where a permanent record is
mace and it is given a number. From
this point the application becomes a
“pending claim,” designated always by its
number,

Next the adjudicating division calls for
such evidence as may be needed, from
the claimant, Navy or War Department
or" other necessary source. and has charge
of the clalm until a primna facle case Is
made. A brief is then made and sent to
the board of review, where a thorough
review is made and a decision issued,

If the clalm !s allowed the rcerlificate
division (s then cailed on to maks out a
r.er'(lf!ﬂ_ue,_ which is given a new number,
and this is sent to the finance division,
where it is entered on the rolls and the
clelmant sent proper notification.

At any one of these stages the Cepecial
field Agents” may be called upon to make
an im‘est.u:atfr_nn, or the facts may prove
that the application hae nn just claim
;:_r.d_'!'ur case will he dropped, after no-
tifying the applicant of t®is fact.

All matters needing investigation are
placed in the hands of the special agents
whether they deal with 11 ar aniy re-
atire further evidence. * CONSEqUendcea
these men must be I fitted for

particu
their work and have a keen |
human nadure and motives
While it s up to every clerk in the hu-
read 1o be keenly alive to anything that

nsight Into

maiy give a hint of fraud, the real work
of ferrs g out such cascs is left largely
to the “nt«. And that they are men
plcked hecause of ability eommensurate
with th duties s shown In the fact
that amaong the pést affice napectors wheo

have won natlo e fame are seve
who were previously “special agents'
the pension bureau

But because, as

Im true of 80 many
things. a point of strength is alse a point
of weaknes, the exi-tence of this rorps
has heen the cause of several attempls tn
obtain money not from the government
itaelf. but in comnnection with the work
of that office.

-

L
In an ebscure southern village a stran
ger appeared, who enterved into conversa-
tian with the gossips wt the corner gro-

cery. He showed keen interest in the
subject of G. A. U pensions and It was
not long before Le knew who received

pengions and who were then making ap-
plication Then he set to work First
he went to the home of a mld-be-pen-
sioner, and this is about what he said:
I exuminer of the burean
nt down from Washington
to investigate yvour claim. The otfee |s
disinciined to grant You a pension, Now
that [ see you, I, personally, fully appre-
clate the fact that you are affficted with
all the ailments which you claimed In
your applicatlon papers. Unfortunately,
however, vour neighbors seem unwilling
to substantiate your statements, and
have in fact filed adverse testimony. As
a matter of strict fact, and confidentially
of course, the bureau has about decided
to disa low your claim uniess 1 can pre-
=ent sufficient evidence to show them a
pension would be justified.

“But, of course, 1 shall make a full re-
port, and show your condition in Its true

light. I shall even go so far as to try
te  persuade vour nelghbors against
the!r unfair treatment. The only diffi-

culty fs that T am paid per case and con-
sequently will be unable to give much
time to yours. How much a case? About
$0.50. Well, of course, If I could be us-
sured of that much, I am conudent of be-
Ing able to present yvour case to Wash-
ington In such a strong light that you
vould not fall to receive your pension.”
That worked beautifully in certain lo-
calities—until the real examiner “*hit" the
same trail. Then it got too warm for

7.

the first one. He was flnally caught and
sent to the penitentiary.

Once there was an itinerant egeglass
salesman. He represented himself as
having been sent by the bureau to grant
an increase In pension to those degerving
it because of defective evesight. He car-
ried an “eye-testing outfit," whose chief
chject was a prismatic lens, and this,
when held before the eyes of the victim,
brought the question: *“What do ¥You
seel’

Naturally, the answer came, in a wor-
ried voice, "Il eee two of you, doetor,”
or ““There are two pictures alike on the
wall yonder."”

And then would come the answer, “Sad,
=ad; vou wlil be blind if you are not care-
ful. You are afflicted with a cataract,
and must wear glagses. I have same.
They wil cost veu £10, but it is the only
hope left."”

This trick succeeded, until the burean

learned of it The glasses, incidentally,
which the man =old for £10 a palr, cost
him §1 0% per dozen.

S0 much for the flcld of the “‘special
examiner.”” Those who live by their wits
have found, to their financial advance-
ment, that those who have but a few dol-
lars a month on which to exist will go to
almost any lengths to insure its contin-
uance. And fear is ever the best friend of
the crook.

As for the cases dealing with fraudulent
attempts to obtain pensions, there are
great bound volumes at the pension bu-
reauy which deal with nothing and
which form a valuahle and treasured ad-
ditfon to the records of that office, Most
of them deal with unsuccessful attempts;
some few with cases where the fraud was
detected only after several years. But
each is a silent record of the constant
vigilance whilch the bureau maintains that
the milllons at its disposal each year may
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not be expended wrongly.

It 1s only by constant aiertness that
T'nele Sam’s pocketbook remains Intact,
for with a hundred-and-seventy-four-mil-
lion dollar buit, few are the ceriminally in-
c¢lined who will not nibble.

To the membera of the pension bureau
force who come in actual contact with
these cases, they divide thernselves into
given types. The man who has Investi-
gated many can tell very qulckly just
about what turn a case will take shortly
after he commences work upon It.

The man who impersonales another is
the commonest of all, and in such a case
as lnls the government must produce
actual persons familiar with the man im-
personated. Hundreds of such cases have
brought this type to the dead level of
monotony, so far as the investigators of
the bureau are concerned, and it is only
when some new or amu=sing point I8
birought out in the trial that the case
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ING A SINGIE. CASE WITH
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aven impresses itself upon their memory.
Such a one is told by a man who has
given more than a quarter of a century
of his lifetime to the bureau,

A Confederate soldier, who was a
memhber of a Tennessee regiment that
performed signal service during the
civil war, applied for & pension by im-
personating a man of similar name
who had served in the Union ranks.
At the trial there were comrades of
the Confederate soldier, who had serv-
ed with him, and knew him to be an ex-
Confederate soldier,

Then there were Federal soldiers, men-

who had served with the Union soldler
and testified that the claimant was not
their comrade. Still the man held his
ground.

-

*® %

The wife of the Union soldier testi-
fied that the claimant was “not the man
I marrifed.” Still the man persisted in
his claim. But finally a quaint character
from Alabama took the stand. He testi-
fidd that the Union soldier had died in
a cabin on Big Coon creek, Ala., and
was buried in Ship's graveyard on the
banks of that stream.

“I went for his coffin,” the old man
said. "I couldn’'t tote it up the hill-
eide to where de cabin was, so I toted
de body down to de coffin. Den I toted
it ober to de graveyard, and den I
shobeled In de dirt. Den I rolled a big
lime rock ober de head o' dat coffin,
and it's thar yit. And dat' pointing to
the prisoner, “ain’t de man T buried.”

The man was, of course, found guilty,

Eecretary Jo-
sephus  Daniels of
the XNavy Depart-
ment recently told
n #Btory it some
North Carolin:i
friends of the late
“Dick' Thompson,
former Secretary of
the Navy.

“Mrs. Thompson
was not aAware that
her husband was
likely to be made
Secretary,’” Telated
; Mr. Danlels, *until
she read a newspaper account of the
probible appolntment. She went to a
friend of hers with the paper in her
?ami and astonishment written on her

o
e ‘What!" she explained, ‘Dick be made
Secrctary of the Navy? Why, he can't
even swim! ™

Titles, Ah, Titles!

For the little so-
cial amenities that,
llke pneumatic tires,
temper the harsh
jolta along the
rough road of Wash-
ington political life,
commend us to the
members of the
House.

The other day as
one of the elevators
in the House office
bullding halted at
the second floor a
gentleman stepped
aboard.

“Good morning, General,” he excltimed.
bowing to another gentleman in the car.

“Good morning, Governor,
" replled the second gentleman
& most engaging smile.

The long-haired rube with the ten-day
excursion ticket from the huckleberry
Bection effaced himsclf in the corner of

good morn-
with

the car and gazed at them in open-
mouthed awe.
“Who's them thers folke? he whis-

pered tremulously to a passinkg janitor
as the (two gentlemen swept down the
corridor,

“Dem's Mr. Congressman Treadway
f'um Massichusitts an' Mr. Congressman

Adamson f'um Gerorgy,”
e IrEY, replied the
Can It Be?
It was fust the
other day when

Represen tative
Linthicum of Mary-
land burst upon the
floor of the House
with the speed of a
ielegTam,
“Where's
sontative
Virginia?"
claimed,

Repre-
Hay of
he ex-
collaring
the first man he
ran into, after
sweeping his eye in

— - vain search over
the lioor. "1 want to see him immedlately,
quick, right away!"”

“I don't know," peevishly replled the
collared member. “You're the fifth man
that'a asked me for Jim Hay in the
fifteen minutes I've been standing here.
I don't keep him in my pocket.”

“l think that's Mr. Hay up there in
the Speaker's chalr,” timidly piped a

L

new member, not vet dry behind the ears,
as TUnele Joe Cannon puts it. “Clark
called him up there when he went out
half an hour ago.'

And, behold, there, In the Speaker's
chair, the most conspieunous object in the
chamber, sat Mr. Hay, holding down the

job while the Speaker got his lunch.
They couldn't see hlm for his promi-
nence.

From His Viewpoint.

Prof. Walter
Hough, curator of
ethnology in the
National Museum,
tells about & Chi-
nese laundryman
whom he met dur-
ing one of his trips
to the far west

Wun Lung was
trying to explain
something about the
Presldent, but was
at a loss to know
by what title the

= 1 chief executive
shonld be called. He had heard the name
of Great Father bestowed upon the head
of the natiom; but Prof. Hough did not
comprehend the Chinaman's meaning
when he so alluded to Mr. Wilson., Wun
Lung jabbered and Hough wondered till
at last a bright thought struck the celes-
tial.

*1 mean man down in White House at
Washington what you call this,” exclalm-
ed Wun Lung at last in triumph. And to
illugtrate his meaning he dug behind a
Josh Image on his shelf of punk sticks,
dragging out an Episcopal prayer book
and opening at the Lord's prayer. *Here

what I mean—Our Father, who art in

heaven," that what Wun Lung mean—all
samee head man in Washington.”

And Prof. Hough vanished to go on a
search for the right angle of a protoplasm
bigected by an aesophagus of a ptero-
dactyl

A Vicarious Job.

Senator Thomas 1.
Walsh of Montaya
hatls from g hig
country, and one of
the few In which
the Indian Is still
remalining on res-
ervations In his
Btate are what gre
thought to be the
fiercest of the red-
skin tribes, tha
Cheyennes, while
Aanother famous
agency Is that o#
the Rosebud In-
From a grazing state, over whi:h
immensa herds of" cattie,
is rapidly becoming agri-

ilans,
once roamed
this country
cultural.

In such a prosperous community there
is elways plenty of work to be found,
but the senator tells a story of a man
out his way who did his work vicariously.
Jim Jones was a ne'er-do-well; loafing
his principal occupation and sponuing on
others his only Industry. He never dis-
playved any enerzy except at meals.

His brother did most of the supporting
of the entire family, but at one time
even that down-trodden member hap-
pened not to have any positipn. MHm
lounged about, grouching at his hard
luck. Then one day he met the senator
and a smile sa bright as a new engage-
ment ring illuminated his rusty counte-
nance.

“Why, Jim, you seem happy!” ex-
claimed the senator. ““What's the giad
news? Must have had some good luck
come your way."”

<1 have!' crled Jim, throwing out his
chest with pride. “My brother has just
gotten a new job!" ’

but it took eight witnesses to do it, and
they had to be found by the govern-
ment at the cost of both time and
money.

Another type equally as familiar to
the bureau staff is the “camp follower,
of which the ensuing is but a single
one of many other cases as striking.

*
* %

A Dboy, seventeen when the civil war
opened, asked permission of his father
to enlist, and was refused. So, running
away, he joined a regiment. lie was
caught, however, and for his offense
sent to live with an uncle in the coun-
iry. But it so happened that here, too,
s reglment was being formed. and
when it left the boy followed.

He had not enlisted, and at no lime
did he carry a musket or see active
gervice, but by simply Kkeeping with the
company throughout its existence be-
came what was known as a “"camp fol-
lower.” With the close of the war he
returned home, a “soldier honorably
mustered out. !

Knowing full well the entire history
of the company in question he was able
to give glowing accountis of the forced
marches, scouting parties .-.rull CnCouli-
ters with the enemy, in_which he had,
le said, taken part. He was soon a
hero among the group of soldlers in
his home town, and when the G. A, R.
was formed became a prominent mem-
ber. "

Then, one time, the question of cer-
tificates of honorable discharge was
hrought up. Where was his? Un-
fortunately, he had lost It he said, and
went on to recite just how it had
oveurred. His comrades advised gelting
a duplicate from the War Department,
He finally agreed to obtain one

he

Sp, writing to the department. sot
forth certain facts, and was soon in re-
ecipt of the ftr asured paper which
proved his honorable discharge. But

qas not in his name, a fact, however,
.":‘f‘lf::luf‘.x'p]uinl‘d by stating that he had
been forced to enlist under an assumed
nama, due to parental disapproval

About ‘his time, too, he applied for a
pension, having been wounded. Tt was
granted. For two years after that he
recelved each gquarter a voucher from
the Imnited States government for
money due him a= a pensioner. Ha
might he doing =0 vet but for a mi=-
carried letter. The letter was addressed
to the man whasé name appeared in his
certificate of honorable discharge, and
alsn on his pension papers. but was sent
to another man of similar name living
elsewhere.

»*
* *

Inquiry followed the receipt of the
letter, and, upon the heels of that, in-
vestigution., It*then developed that the
man who recelved the letter was draw-
ing a pension, and for the same service
claimed by the man to whom tha lelter
liad been intended! The “herd” and “G.
A. H. veteran” when confronted with
his guilt contessed o having Laden s
other man’'s name because hs knew of
his record and could, therefore, safely
impersonate him. 3

There is one case on record of a man
having drawn four pensions at one and
the same time, while his wife yet drew

another, The man, a negro janitor in
Philadelphia, had seen service in the
army, and was therefore entitled to

one. Two of the other pensions wera
being drawn for dead men, while the
rightful recipient of the fourth resided
in an almshouse.

With this couple lived A man and his
wife, the former receiving a penslon.
Upon his death, his widow received
compensation from the government. But

when she died, nobody notified the
bureau. Instead the wvouchers were
signed each quarter by the janitor's
wife,

Hard!y less active in their attempts
to wrest money from the government
ares certain women whom war has sup-
osedly deprived of a means of support.
‘Widows” by the hundreds apply each
vear for pensions. And In connection
with this part of the burean’s work is
a sidelight both amusing and tragic, ac-

cording to the viewpoint Among the
flles of the office are instuwn es, sutlcient
to make them fair'y comununplace, of

women who have applled for a widow's
pension, believing absolutely in the jus-

tice of thelr claim, who wersa Iater
forced to admit the fickleness of man.
o
* ®

For example, as many as thres wnmen
have appiied for a pension, all declar-
Ing they wera the widow of the same
man, .nd all believing it, when {nvesti.
gation showed that but ens had a legal
claim.

Or, a woman has applied for a widow =

pension later to find out that her hus-
band was not even dead, hut Instead
was living elsewhers with another
“wife.

Such cases As thess are by no meana
fraudulent. but merely show the wide

range of cases which come to the office
and illustrate, in addition, the fact that
many of them form far from pleasant
chapters in the life of the bureau Tn-
wittingly and unintentionally the bureau
has unearthed many a fact which Das
brought sorrow to at least one woman
About twenty-filve vears agn a law wan
passed by Congress which removed the
limitatlon as to date of fillng of certals
claims for widows'

pension. no mati-
how long the hushand had been e
When this law went into effect tho

sands of applications came into the
fier, and many were fustly allowed. Tt
with the rightful clalms came scores

fraudulent ones.  Such one was the
case of the woman who claim to b
the widow of i1*veteran who

twenty-flve vears bofore i Wi
allowed and $4,000 paid totul
amount due as a monthiy siy

the date of hi= actual de Later it
developed that the woman was no rell
tion even of the dead soldler. Shoe
convictad and the greater portlon of tiw
money recovered.

Such ecises ag thess came up with gta:-
tling regularity at the time of the pas
sage of this act.. So frequently did ehia
occur, In fact, that some persons even
claimed the existence af organizations to
forward that end, a bellef, howevar, not
entertalned at the bureau. But certaln 't
Iis that many attempts were mada to L
cure widows" pension, which when In-
:‘entlgnted were found absolutely fraudu-
ent,

An aceount of the attempted frauds In
the pension burean would be Inmompleta
without relating one case which shows
mors plainly than any other, perbrps, the
almost Invisible line that sometimes ex-
ists between the valid and invalld olaim
for a pension. It fllustrates also the cars
which must constantly be exercisad b
the bureau In order not to grant a pen-
slon to one unworthy, nor vet deny it to
one by whom it is deserved,

-
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An application for a pension came in
from an old veteran. Following the cus
tomAry procedure, a reguest was sent 1o
the War Department asking for a verls
cation of the man’s statements in h!s tes
timony. The forthcoming report stated
emphatically that the man was dead: had
died in a certain hospital as the result or
a wound received in a certaln engage
ment during the war. There was nothlng
indefinite in the matter whatever. The
facta were positive, and the man conse
quently was dead go far as the War De
partment was concernsd

This Information was forwarded to the
applicant, who, upon receipt of the |etle
hastily came in person to the pension bu
reay, bringing with him unden
of his identity. He absolutely
clusively proved himself alive and
owner of the name he had apphed fo
pension under.

Such contradictory statements needed
investigation, and the hurean lost no Ulie
in looking into the matter. Little by Tt
tle, after much ferreting, this explanation
was unearthed:

During one of the sieges of the civ
war a detachment of Union troops was
sent on a forced march. All unnecessal.
accouterments were discarded. During a
halt, that the men might get a short rest
one of the soldiers caught sight of «
knapsack, which he picked up and took
with him on the rest of the march.

At the end of that march came an en
gagement, and the soldier with the knaj
sack was wounded. Upon being taken 'v
the hospital, unconscious, he was regis
tered by the only identification founc
upon his clothing, the name on the knap
sack. Later he died, and was buried un
der the same name. The man who ap
plied to the pension bureau for a pens=lon
was the rightful ewner of that knapsie.

»

and,
1h

* %
There one man alive today,

i fact, recently released from
penitentiary, where he served ti_m(- for
attempting to defraud the pension of
fice, who has perhaps given that bureau
more trouble than any other ten crim-
inals with whom they have ever _lmu
to deal. He was a man of many wives
and of many aliases. He was possesscd
of a cold tenacity of purpose, whie!
gent him back, time and time again

i pated v he
though foiled repeatedy, to Lry ot
frauds on the officials. Who guard the
guve. nment's penston fund. And finalls
he has come to be known unofficiall:
among pension officials as “The Man
Whao Came Back.”

He was the son of an army officer, and
aswuch received a pension as a minor
while he lived through his early hoy
hood with three uncles, one of whon
was a Unlon veteran. But early lnllll-
the boy developed into a thief, filclu.
$15, with which he purchased n viell
upon which he was destined 1o becom:
a wonderful performer.

In early manhood he married his
first wife. But shortly thereafter, con
victed of stealing, he was sent 1o
prison, and during his term ther Lirs
wife married another man, believin
that her first hushand's imprizonmes?
legally terminated the ceremony.

So, when “The Man Who Came Bach
was released he promptly sousht o
second wife, and it is at this pwir?
that the pension office enters the

is

His first attempted fraud on
bureau oceurred when he induced o
second epouse to apply for . pensi

by impersonating the mother of one
his three uncles whao had died,
While the wns thus engaoy
“The Man Who CUame Back"” set abou

launching other schemes for pensio
frauds. About that thine numerouds
vertisements were published, asking

for information concerning the where

abouts of wvarious old soldlers Thes.
the voung schemer answered, forgine
the names of the missing men. Huwi

the schemes of the Young man and lis
wife fell through. Each was caugh!
The man wads gent to prison for fon
vears: the woman was fined $1.000. And

when sentence was passed on the e
another cuse was pending s in=t hin
for having impersonated his dead uncle
and having applied for a pen=zion I
the dead man’'s name. But thls cvase
wus nolle prossed.

-

With his sentence behind him, whirh
had proved to be no deterrent in Lils case
“*The Man Who Came Back™ st ahoyt de
vising -another bout with the pension bu-
reau, e happened to fall in with an oid
soldier, and muanaged to get a copy of 1h
veteran's discharge papers, on the plea
that he would help him obtain a peasion
But, Instead of doing this, the man who
was hardly out of Jall for pension frauds
applied for a pension, using the veteran s
name. And for the first time in his law-
less career his scheme succeeded, for he
obtpined the pension.

Still he was not satisfled, and four
months later he applied for an increase
and the pension officials started an Inves-
tigation. Fearing that the officials wera
hard on his heels, “The Man Who Came
Back™ gave out that he was going to visit
a sick sister, but, instead, went to Iowa,
where he galned admittance to a soldiers’
home by Impersonating stlll another vet-
eran.

For months he remained in hiding under
the very noses of the pension bureau,
and at thelr expense all the time, and
then he set about devislng a scheme to
make the officials belleve he was dead.

To do th's he made the acquaintance of
a newspaper man. To the reporter he told
a yvarn of having found a body boating in
the Des Moines river. He suld there wero
pension papers In the clothes worn by (h.
curpse, and the name which he sald was
ol the papers was the name under which
he had applied for and been granted a
pension.

The scheme worked for a while. But,
still anxious to flich more from the gov-
ernment, the bogus veteran wWrote to the
commissioner of pensions in connection
with still another fake application. Mis
handwriting was recognized, and he was
traced to a final capture, und sent to
spend another five vears in prison, (rom
which he has just been released,




